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In the autumn of 2019 UCC British Columbia made some headway with having 
the issue of the recognition of the Holodomor at the provincial political level.   For 
over ten years, MLA Bruce Ralston attempted to present a private members bill 
to the BC Legislature to have the Holodomor officially recognized as a genocide 
in B.C. .  All attempts were either aborted due to the dissolution of parliament or 
resulted in a one-day single proclamation for use at Holodomor Commemoration 
events in November of a particular year. Following the last election, BC 
parliament functions with a minority New Democratic government were supported 
by the BC Green Party.    In October 2019, Green Party Leader, Dr. Andrew 
Weaver, with the assistance of Minister of Jobs, Trade and Technology, Bruce 
Ralston, introduced a private member's bill formally declaring the fourth Saturday 
in November in each year as Ukrainian Famine and Genocide (Holodomor) 
Memorial Day throughout British Columbia. BC Bill M225 bill mirrors, but is more 
emphatic than, similar bills that have passed in a number of other provinces and 
in Canada.   Dr. Weaver's office issued invitations to key UCC representatives 
and community personnel who had contributed to Holodomor recognition and 
awareness over the years.  On October 28, the second reading of the bill was 
conducted with many supporters filling the legislative gallery and with coverage 
over the BC parliamentary television channel accessible province-wide.   
 
On October 29, the bill was passed unanimously.  Dr. Weaver spoke to the 
rationalization for this bill, covering not only now-recognized historical events 
about the Holodomor, but also a personal account of his family's persecution, 
struggles and losses under Soviet domination. His presentation was interesting, 
comprehensive and poignant and won the absolute attention of all present in the 
legislature. Not known to many was his Ukrainian heritage from his mother, 
Liudmilla Krawchenko, who immigrated to Montreal after World War 
11.  Following the passing of the bill, invited guests were treated to a celebratory 
reception which was attended by Andriy Shevchenko, Ukraine's Ambassador to 
Canada.           
 
In November 2019, UCC organized a Holodomor commemorative event for the 
community in New Westminster. It was well attended, included political 
representatives, was well planned and executed.   
Planning for 2020 has yet to begin.    
The UCC committee for the erection of a Holodomor monument in British 
Columbia has acquired a replica statue of Petro Drozdowsky's statue, "Bitter 
Memories of Childhood".  The search for a site for the statue is ongoing, as is 
fund-raising.   
We await a visit from Valentina Kuryliw to initiate in-person talks with Minsitry of 
Education personnel for the inclusion of Holodomor in the BC curriculum.  
  
Submitted by Lydia Huzyk, UCC Holodomor Education representative.         
	


